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Dan 3:1-24, 91-97

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide,” and set it up
on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. He then summoned the satraps, prefects,
governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to
the dedication of the image he had set up. So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers,
judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald loudly proclaimed,
“Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: As soon as you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down
and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down
and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” Therefore, as soon as they heard
the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and peoples of
every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
At this time some astrologers!™ came forward and denounced the Jews. ? They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! '’ Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who
hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and
worship the image of gold, and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a
blazing furnace. But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They
neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”Furious with rage,
Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought
before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now when you hear the
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down
and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my
hand?”’Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need
to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God
we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us!¥ from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if
he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times
hotter than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. So these men, wearing their
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robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. The
king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers
who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the
blazing furnace.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty. Then
Nabuchodonosor, the king, was astonished, and rose up in haste, and said to his nobles: Did we
not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered the king, and said: True, O
king. He answered, and said: Behold, I see four men loose, and walking in the midst of the fire, and
there is no hurt in them, and the form of the fourth is like the son of God. Then Nabuchodonosor
came to the door of the burning fiery furnace, and said: Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, ye
servants of the most high God, go ye forth, and come. And immediately Sidrach, Misach, and
Abdenago, went out from the midst of the fire. And the nobles, and the magistrates, and the
judges, and the great men of the king, being gathered together, considered these men, that the fire
had no power on their bodies, and that not a hair of their head had been singed, nor their garments
altered, nor the smell of the fire had passed on them. Then Nabuchodonosor breaking forth, said:
Blessed be the God of them, to wit, of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, who hath sent his angel,
and delivered his servants that believed in him: and they changed the king’s word, and delivered up
their bodies, that they might not serve nor adore any god except their own God. By me, therefore,
this decree is made: That every people, tribe, and tongue, which shall speak blasphemy against the
God of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, shall be destroyed, and their houses laid waste: for there is
no other God that can save in this manner. Then the king promoted Sidrach, Misach, and
Abdenago, in the province of Babylon.

Questions

1. What motivated Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to refuse the king's decree, and how

does their decision reflect their beliefs?

. How does the phrase “But if not” reflect the nature of true faith, and what implications does

it have for believers facing difficult circumstances?

. In what ways does the story illustrate the concept of divine intervention during trials, and

how can this assurance impact a believer’s response to adversity?

. What role does the transformation of Nebuchadnezzar play in the narrative, and how does it

demonstrate the influence of steadfast faith on others?

. How can the lessons learned from the story of the fiery furnace be applied to modern

situations where individuals might feel pressured to conform to societal norms?




